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CANAL IMPROVEMENT
PROJECT Project – Overview

• A multi-year, $25M project to upgrade 28 km 
of the Holland Marsh canals through 
relocation, bottom cleanouts, and new guard 
rails.

• Driven by life safety concerns (fatalities along 
canal roads) and flood protection — the 
Marsh was vulnerable to a 50-year storm 
event.

• Major work included canal relocation and 
berm construction near Highway 400 to 
stabilize roads and prevent future 
deterioration.

• Canals were excavated several feet deeper to 
increase capacity.

• Construction began in 2010 and was 
completed in 2016.



Canal Improvement Project 2010-2016
The Project included the relocation and dredging of approximately 28 
kilometers of perimeter canals



Discoveries during 
Construction
Seven Cars & one truck were recovered.

Countless motorcycles and snowmobiles 
were also recovered.
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Miscellaneous Vehicles



Holland Marsh CIP - Finds

A total of 7 safes were recovered during construction. One safe was filled with dynamite and ultimately 
destroyed by York Regional Police.  One safe was a key 
component to a murder investigation.



“A safe removed from the home 
was ultimately found floating in a 
canal near Barrie.”



More Stolen Safes



Numerous Snowmobiles & Motorcycles



The Challenges of Muck

• There are a number of “soft 
spots” in Marsh

• Certain areas have less than a 
foot of muck material, while in 
other areas the peat is over 80 
feet deep



Unusual Find during Fish 
Shocking - American Eel



Butternut Tree??



Elk Antler



On rare occasions vehicles still 
enter the Canal, and they are 
removed when discovered.



Questions
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